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1
BACKPLATE FOR A UTILITY BOX

TECHNICAL FIELD

This relates to a backplate used to protect behind a utility
box on a building against moisture.

BACKGROUND

In order to have utilities enter a building, it is often neces-
sary to make a hole in a wall. The connection between the
utility line on the outside and the utility line on the inside of
the building is often protected by a utility box, which is
attached to the outside of the building.

SUMMARY

A backplate for installation between a utility box and an
exterior surface of a building comprises a plate body having a
first side and a second side, apertures through the plate body
for receiving one or more utility lines and for receiving a
mounting system, and a moisture dam on the plate body and
extending outward from the first side of the plate body. The
moisture dam defines a receptacle that is sized and shaped to
receive the utility box such that when the plate body is
installed between the utility box and the exterior surface of
the building, the plate body has an underlying portion con-
tained within the moisture dam that underlies the utility box
and an outer portion extending outward from the moisture
dam. The moisture dam receives and extends around an outer
perimeter of a rear surface of the utility box. The moisture
dam comprises a sloped upper surface for redirecting liquid.

According to an aspect, the sloped upper surface may slope
downward away from the plate body.

According to an aspect, the moisture dam may further
comprise a sloped bottom edge that slopes downward away
from the plate body.

According to an aspect, the moisture dam may define a
channel, and the sloped upper surface may slope downward
toward an outer edge of the plate body.

According to an aspect, the moisture dam may comprise a
sloped surface on a first edge and a second edge that is
perpendicular to the first edge.

According to an aspect, the moisture dam may comprise a
peripheral flange carried by the plate body and a frame that is
removably mounted to the peripheral flange. The frame, the
peripheral flange and the plate body may define a U-shaped
channel around the outer perimeter of the utility box when the
peripheral flange is mounted to the peripheral flange. The
underlying portion may be spaced outward relative to the
outer portion such that the utility box is spaced from the
exterior surface of the building. The U-shaped channel may
receive siding installed on the exterior surface of the building.

According to an aspect, there may be a seal that extends
around a plurality of the apertures or a plurality of seals that
extend around each aperture.

According to an aspect, the moisture dam may extend
completely around the outer perimeter of the rear surface of
the utility box.

According to an aspect, there may be one or more seals on
the second side of the plate body for sealing between the
apertures and an outer perimeter of the plate body.

According to another aspect, there is provided a backplate
for installation around a utility penetration on an exterior
surface of a building, the backplate comprising a plate body
having a flange extending perpendicularly from a first surface
of the plate body. The flange defines a receptacle sized and
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shaped to receive a utility box. The plate body has an inner
portion within the flange and an outer portion outside the
flange. A removable frame engages the flange. The removable
frame has a flange-engaging portion and an outward extend-
ing portion. At least the outward extending portion, the flange
engaging portion and the plate body define a U-shaped chan-
nel that receives siding installed on the exterior surface of the
building. At least one of the flange and the removable frame
have a sloped surface that slopes downward toward an outer
edge of the plate body.

According to an aspect, the sloped surface may comprise a
central high portion, where the sloped surface slopes down-
ward away from the central high portion.

According to an aspect, the backplate may further com-
prise a second sloped surface perpendicular to the sloped
surface.

According to an aspect, the inner portion of the plate body
may comprise apertures through the plate body for receiving
one or more utility lines and for receiving a mounting system.
The apertures may be formed by removing knockouts.

According to an aspect, the inner portion of the plate body
may be spaced outward from the outer portion of the plate
body in the direction of the flange.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features will become more apparent from
the following description in which reference is made to the
appended drawings, the drawings are for the purpose of illus-
tration only and are not intended to be in any way limiting,
wherein:

FIG.1is a front perspective view of a backplate for a utility
box.

FIGS. 2 and 3 are rear perspective views of backplates.

FIG. 4 is a front perspective view of a backplate installed
with a utility box.

FIG. 5 is a side elevation view of a backplate installed with
a utility box.

FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of a two-part back-
plate.

FIG. 7 is a detailed side elevation view in section of a
connection of the backplate of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a front elevation view of the first part of the
backplate of FIG. 6.

FIGS. 9 and 10 are front elevation views ofthe backplate of
FIG. 6.

FIG. 11 is a front elevation view ofa backplate with knock-
outs.

FIG. 12 is a detailed side elevation view of the two-part
connection of the backplate of FIG. 6.

FIGS. 13, 14, and 15 are side elevation views in section of
alternative installations using the backplate of FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A backplate for a utility box, generally identified by refer-
ence numeral 10, will now be described with reference to
FIGS. 1-15.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, backplate 10 is designed to be
installed between a utility box 12 and an exterior surface 14 of
a building. As shown, backplate 10 is installed within the
siding 16 of the building. While vinyl siding is shown, it may
be any type of siding typical to building construction. Siding
16 is generally installed after utility box 12 on a new con-
struction, although retrofits and renovations may require sid-
ing to be cut away first. Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, backplate
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10 may be made from two parts, which allows the edge of
siding 16 to be covered and hidden, as shown in FIG. 12.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, backplate 10 has a plate body 20
having a first side 22 and a second side 24 (shown in FIGS. 2
and 3). Preferably, plate body 20 is made from an imperme-
able plastic material with sufficient strength to retain its
shape. Plate body 20 may be rigid or resilient, depending on
the preferences of the user, but is preferably suitable to with-
stand extreme weather conditions that may be encountered as
well as the forces applied during installation and incidental
contact through its useful life.

Referring to FIG. 1, plate body 20 carries a moisture dam
26 on first side 22. Moisture dam 26 extends outward from
first side 22 of plate body in a generally perpendicular direc-
tion to define a receptacle 28 that is sized and shaped to
receive the utility box as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. Referring to
FIGS. 4 and 5, when plate body 20 is installed between utility
box 12 and exterior surface 14, moisture dam 26 receives and
extends around an outer perimeter of a rear surface 18 of
utility box 12. Moisture dam 26 is preferably designed to be
close-fitting around utility box, and will follow the general
shape. As shown, utility box is rectangular, such that recep-
tacle 28 is also rectangular, but it will be understood that
receptacle 28 may be varied to match the shape of utility box
12. While it is not absolutely necessary to have moisture dam
26 completely enclose the outer perimeter of utility box 12, a
complete enclosure will provide the best protection against
moisture. Moisture dam 26 preferably has edges on the top,
bottom and sides, and has a sloped surface on at least the top
of moisture dam 26. In FIG. 5, moisture dam 26 is shown as
having two sloped surfaces, with downwardly sloped surfaces
30 positioned above and below utility box 12, which may be
referred to as drip caps. Drip caps 30 are designed to direct
any moisture to flow away from exterior surface 14 of the
building. While drip caps 30 are shown as having a relatively
flat slope, they may take various shapes as will be recognized
by those skilled in the art. In another example, referring to
FIG. 8 moisture dam 26 has a top surface 31 that is angled
downward from the center of top surface 31 toward the sides
of plate body 20. This will direct water to the sides of utility
box 12. When coupled with a detachable frame 33 as shown
in FIG. 6, this will create a U-shaped channel to carry water
around utility box 12. Referring to FIG. 8, there may also be
an angled side surface 46. This allows backplate 10 to be
installed in either a portrait or landscape orientation, while
still ensuring water is redirected to the sides.

The U-shaped channel, labelled 40, can be seen in FIGS. 7
and 12-15 and is formed from detachable frame 33, plate
body 20 and moisture dam 26. U-shaped channel 40 also
receives siding 16 and covers the unfinished edge of siding
16. Detachable frame 33 has a connector portion 42 that
engages moisture dam 26 and a face portion 44 attached at an
outer edge of connector portion 42. Detachable frame 33 may
take different forms. For example, as shown in FIG. 7, face
portion 44 has a curved surface, while in FIG. 12, face portion
44 has a straight surface. Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, face
portion 44 extends inward and covers moisture dam 26, while
in FIG. 12, face portion 44 ends outside moisture dam 26.
Alternatively, referring to FIG. 9, face portion 44 may overlap
only a portion of the sloped top surface 31 and sloped side
surface 46 that extends under face portion 44. As a further
alternative, referring to FIG. 14, face portion 44 may form a
complete surface that covers the portion of plate body 20
within moisture dam 26, or, referring to FIG. 15, may have
openings 48 to receive an elongate body, such as a pipe 49 as
shown. In that sense, frame 33 may be considered to be made
from at least connector portion 42. Alternatively, in the
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example shown in FIG. 10, connector portion 42 may form
the sloped surfaces of backplate 10 and play the role that
moisture dam 26 plays in other examples, while what is
referred to as moisture dam 26 acts primarily to engage and
hold frame 33 in place. One disadvantage of this design is that
it requires the bottom of connector portion 42 to seal against
plate body 20, whereas moisture dam 26 may be integrally
formed with plate body 20. Connector portion may connect
using various forms. Two examples of connections are shown
in detail in FIGS. 7 and 12 with interlocking profiles, but other
designs may also be used.

As shown, plate body 20 includes a skirt portion 32 that
extends outward away from moisture dam 26. Referring to
FIG. 5, skirt portion 32 extends under siding 16. Preferably,
referring to FIG. 13, skirt portion 32 will also cooperate with
any building wrap material 50 (such as Tyvek™) to prevent
moisture from flowing against exterior surface 16 of the
building.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, plate body 20 includes aper-
tures 34. These apertures are used to allow plate body 20 to be
mounted with utility box 12 as well as to allow utility lines to
pass through utility box 12 and plate body 20 before entering
the building, as shown in FIG. 5. Generally speaking, plate
body 20 and utility box 12 will be mounted using screws, but
plate body 20 may be adapted to the specific type of mounting
system used to secure utility box 12. The utility lines used
with the depicted type of utility box 12 are generally cables,
such as communication lines, electrical wiring, etc. but other
types of utility boxes 12 may also be used, with plate body 20
adapted accordingly. In particular, utility box 12 may be a
meter, where the utility lines are sensor lines that communi-
catethe usage of a particular utility. Apertures 34 may include
a larger, oval shaped aperture that allows the utility lines (not
shown) to pass through. The elongated opening allows for
differences in utility boxes and where the utility lines connect
to the utility box. In addition to apertures 34, second side 24
one or more seals 36 for sealing between apertures 34 and an
outer perimeter of plate body. Seals 36 may be an elastomeric
seal that is embedded in a groove or adhered to second side
24, or may be integrally formed with plate body 20 if made
from a suitable material. Referring to FIG. 2, an example of
multiple seals 36 positioned around each aperture 34 is
shown, while FIG. 3 is an example of a single seal 36 posi-
tioned around all apertures 34. Other seal designs and con-
figurations may also be used. Apertures 34 may be required to
be drilled out by the user, which reduces the number of
unnecessary holes to be sealed and also ensures proper place-
ment of apertures 34. Alternatively, referring to FIG. 11, plate
body 20 may be designed with knockouts 37, where apertures
34 are not formed until these scored or perforated portions are
removed. Referring to FIGS. 13 and 15, plate body 20 may
also be designed to receive a utility line or tubular body 49,
such as a sump line, rather than a utility box. When used with
a utility box 12 as shown in FIG. 4, the central portion 52 of
plate body 20 within moisture dam 26 is preferably set out
relative to skirt portion 32, as can be seen in FIGS. 12-15. This
gives more room between the utility lines (not shown) and
moisture dam 26 or frame 33.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, backplate 10 is installed by
positioning it between exterior building surface 14 and utility
box 12. Utility box 12 is inserted into receptacle 28 such that
moisture dam 26 surrounds utility box 12 and protects it
against water seepage behind utility box 12. Apertures 34 in
plate body 20 are aligned with the mounting apertures in
utility box 12 such that plate body 20 and utility box 12 are
installed at the same time using the same mounting system,
such as screws 38 as shown in FIG. 5. One or more utility lines
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(not shown) are installed in utility box 12 and extend through
one or more apertures in plate body 20 to penetrate through
exterior building surface 14. As plate body 20 and utility box
12 are tightened against exterior building surface 14, seals 36
act to prevent moisture from accessing any openings in exte-
rior building surface 14.

In this patent document, the word “comprising” is used in
its non-limiting sense to mean that items following the word
are included, but items not specifically mentioned are not
excluded. A reference to an element by the indefinite article
“a” does not exclude the possibility that more than one of the
element is present, unless the context clearly requires that
there be one and only one of the elements.

The following claims are to be understood to include what
is specifically illustrated and described above, what is con-
ceptually equivalent, and what can be obviously substituted.
The scope of the claims should not be limited by the preferred
embodiments set forth in the examples above.

What is claimed is:

1. In combination:

a utility box having an outer perimeter surrounding a rear

surface; and

a backplate for installation between the utility box and an

exterior surface of a building, the backplate comprising:

a plate body having a first side and a second side;

apertures through the plate body for receiving one or
more utility lines and for receiving a mounting sys-
tem; and

amoisture dam on the plate body and extending outward
from the first side of the plate body, the moisture dam
defining a receptacle that is sized and shaped to
receive the rear surface of the utility box such that
when the plate body is installed between the utility
box and the exterior surface of the building, the plate
body has an underlying portion contained within the
moisture dam that underlies the utility box and an
outer portion extending outward from the moisture
dam, the moisture dam receiving and extending
around the outer perimeter of the rear surface of the
utility box, the moisture dam comprising a sloped
upper surface for redirecting liquid.

2. The combination of claim 1, wherein the sloped upper
surface slopes downward away from the plate body.

3. The combination of claim 1, wherein the moisture dam
further comprises a sloped bottom surface that slopes down-
ward away from the plate body.

4. The combination of claim 1, wherein the moisture dam
defines a channel, and the sloped upper surface slopes con-
tinuously downward from a center point of the sloped upper
surface toward an outer edge of the plate body.

5. The combination of claim 4, wherein the moisture dam
comprises a second edge that is perpendicular to the sloped
upper surface, the second edge comprising a sloped surface
that slopes continuously from a center point of the second
edge toward the sloped upper surface and a bottom surface,
the bottom surface extending below the utility box.

6. The combination of claim 1, wherein the moisture dam
comprises a peripheral flange carried by the plate body and a
frame that is removably mounted to the peripheral flange.

7. The combination of claim 6, wherein the frame, the
peripheral flange and the plate body define a U-shaped chan-
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nel around the outer perimeter of the utility box when the
frame is mounted to the peripheral flange.

8. The combination of claim 7, wherein the underlying
portion of the plate body is spaced outward relative to the
outer portion in the direction of the peripheral flange such that
the utility box is spaced from the exterior surface of the
building.

9. The combination of claim 7, wherein the U-shaped chan-
nel is sized to receive siding installed on the exterior surface
of the building.

10. The combination of claim 1, further comprising a seal
that extends around a plurality of the apertures.

11. The combination of claim 1, further comprising a plu-
rality of seals that extend around each aperture.

12. The combination of claim 1, wherein the moisture dam
extends completely around the outer perimeter of the rear
surface of the utility box.

13. The combination of claim 1, further comprising one or
more seals on the second side of the plate body for sealing
between the apertures and an outer perimeter of the plate
body.

14. In combination:

a utility box having an outer perimeter surrounding a rear

surface; and

a backplate for installation at a utility penetration through

an exterior surface of a building, the backplate compris-
ing:

a plate body having a flange extending perpendicularly

from a first surface of the plate body, the flange defining

a receptacle sized and shaped to receive the rear surface

of the utility box, the plate body having an inner portion

within the flange and an outer portion outside the flange;

a removable frame that engages the flange, the remov-
able frame having a flange-engaging portion and an
outward extending portion, at least the outward
extending portion, the flange engaging portion, and
the plate body defining a U-shaped channel sized to
receive siding installed on the exterior surface of the
building, wherein, when the removable frame
engages the flange, such that the removable frame
extends around the outer perimeter surrounding the
rear surface of the utility box; and

at least one of the flange and the removable frame having
a sloped surface that slopes downward toward an
outer edge of the plate body.

15. The combination of claim 14, wherein the sloped sur-
face comprises a central high point, the sloped surface sloping
downward away from the central high point.

16. The combination of claim 14, further comprising a
second sloped surface perpendicular to the sloped surface.

17. The combination of claim 14, wherein the inner portion
of'the plate body comprises apertures through the plate body
for receiving one or more utility lines and for receiving a
mounting system.

18. The combination of claim 17, wherein the apertures are
formed by removing knockouts.

19. The combination of claim 14, wherein the inner portion
of'the plate body is spaced outward from the outer portion of
the plate body in the direction of the flange.
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